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Hey there, ASRock fans all over the world! We are the ASRock PM team.
Within the massive ASRock family, our main job is to "dream things up." We
envision what the next generation of motherboards should look like, who
we are building them for, what features will wow the market, and where
the price point should land. Once the concept is ready, we work with
various design teams—including R&D, Thermal, BIOS, Art Design, and
Industrial Design—to bring each motherboard to life. Together, we birth
every single ASRock motherboard you hold in your hands today.

The Taichi series was born from countless brainstorming sessions. Now,
let’ s look back at the history of this classic lineup and some of the stories
behind its development.
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Let’ s flash back to 2016. ASRock was brainstorming for the upcoming X99
chipset slated for a summer release. As Intel's high-end platform, we kept
asking ourselves: What kind of motherboard would truly bring something
fresh to the table and grab gamers' attention?

Innovation has always been our pride and joy. During a meeting, a team
member brought up a great point: "Since ASRock's promise to gamers is to
deliver premium specs at an affordable price, doesn't this concept mirror
the Taoist philosophy of 'Taichi'? The harmonious blending of 'Yin' and
'Yang' represents a perfectly stable, ever-regenerating balance. It’ s just
like how an ASRock motherboard avoids over-engineering and finds the
sweet spot between specs and price." The idea clicked instantly with
everyone internally, and "X99 Taichi" was officially added to our product
development pipeline.

Since we call it "Taichi," the aesthetic naturally needed to connect with the
traditionalimage of Taichi. But how could we pullit off? How do you express
soft, flowing Taichi curves on a rigid motherboard? Internal opinions were
split. One camp argued that since it’ s named Taichi, we should base it on
traditional Chinese ink-wash paintings, blending elements like ink
landscapes and brushstrokes into the motherboard. No one had ever tried
an ink-wash style before, and we figured such an exotic Eastern design
would be a real eye-catcher in Western markets. However, the other camp
countered that a motherboard is, after all, a consumer electronic product.
To truly resonate with gamers, it needed a design language closer to their
world. They believed traditional style should clash with tech elements to
create a "Taichi" look unique to ASRock.

In the end, as you can see, the latter "innovation camp" won. We replaced
smooth circles with "gears" and soft lines with "mechanical armor," crafting

a Taichi style that belongs solely to ASRock.

There are some great behind-the-scenes stories from designing this board.



First, we were absolutely obsessed with keeping the "Taichi pattern"
flawless. We refused to let tiny electronic components mess up the clean
visuals and lines, especially on the white sections. Therefore, unless
absolutely necessary, we insisted on relocating all minor components and
capacitors to the back of the PCB. This was a massive undertaking at the
time. Our engineers across different departments racked their brains over
this, working late into the night just to make it happen—some were even
moved to tears in the office from the sheer stress...

Another fun fact: the X99 Taichi was ASRock's very first motherboard to use
large-scale white PCB printing. In manufacturing, white is notoriously hard
to manage. If the PCB stays in the wave soldering furnace a fraction too long
or the temperature runs too high, the pristine white bakes into a weird,
muddy yellowish-brown. But if you cut down the oven time or drop the
heat, it tanks the production yield rate. Luckily, we eventually conquered
this challenge. Otherwise, the Taichi series everyone sees today wouldn't
be white at all.

On top of that, we originally planned to make the four memory slots on the
left side white too, which would have made the white Taichi theme feel
completely seamless. Unfortunately, suppliers back then didn't have the
capability to produce white plastic parts that wouldn't turn yellow over

time. Looking back, that’ s one small regret we still have.
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With the experience of building our first X99 Taichi under our belts,
bringing the second-gen Z270 Taichi to life was a much smoother ride. We
stuck with the same core design concept for this board. However, you
might notice that we switched the capacitors from gold to black from this
point onward. This really helped us lean into the pure black-and-white
aesthetic we wanted for the board.

You might also spot an L-shaped blue light in the bottom right corner. To
be frank, it looks a little out of place and breaks the visual harmony. Back
then, the DIY PC market was right in the middle of a massive "RGB circus"
craze. For a few reasons, we felt pressured to include some level of RGB
lighting on the board. You might not have been a fan of it either, but hey—
at least you could turn the lights off.
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The X370 Taichiis a truly fascinating board. Not only was it the very first
Taichi on the AMD platform, but it also proved to be an incredibly
long-lived motherboard. Thanks to AMD's stellar long-term support for the
AM4 socket, combined with the heavily future-proofed specs we packed
into the X370 Taichi, this legendary board can still run the latest AMD X3D
processors released this year (2026). And yes, ASRock is still actively rolling
out BIOS updates to keep this board going strong. A product lifespan
spanning nearly a decade is simply mind-blowing, and this support record
might just keep getting extended.

Another fun detail is how you can witness the evolution of PC storage right
on this piece of hardware. The X370 Taichi features a whopping 10 SATA
ports, making it the last motherboard to sport that many. On the flip side,
it only has two M.2 slots—the exact polar opposite of how motherboards
are designed today.
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From this point on, the Taichi series started to "go stealth." While the
original black-and-white look was fresh, some users found it a bit tricky to
color-match with their builds, given that most PC cases are either solid
black or solid white. So, we decided to pivot to a darker theme—
predominantly blacks and grays—ensuring the motherboard looks
cohesive once installed inside a chassis.

This was also the generation where we pushed the "gear" concept further.
We made the large gear graphics on the PCB overlap and interlock with the
physical gears on the heatsinks, injecting a sense of mechanical
movement and fun into the overall design.
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Thanks to the massive PCle lane count offered by AMD Ryzen Threadripper
processors, the X399 Taichi was one of those rare beasts back then that
could support NVIDIA® 4-Way SLI™ or AMD 4-Way CrossFireX™. Since
dedicated "Workstation" or "Creator" motherboards hadn't yet trickled
down to the mainstream consumer market like they have today, the Taichi
stepped up to shoulder the heavy lifting of multi-GPU configurations.

Interestingly, this coincided with the height of the crypto-mining boom—a
truly dark age for gamers. Motherboards that could handle multi-GPU
setups were completely sold out everywhere. While mining was never our
intention when designing this board, it certainly triggered a wave of
demand we never saw coming.
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Visually speaking, the Z370 Taichi didn’ t feature a massive overhaul.
However, it was the very first Taichi to integrate a front-panel Type-C
header, anticipating the upcoming wave of PC cases sporting USB-C on the
front /0.

Under the hood, we added a dedicated external clock generator to the
Z370 Taichi. This allowed hard-core overclockers to fine-tune the base
clock (BCLK) in micro-steps, squeezing out every last drop of performance.
Fast forward to today—with modern CPUs handling automatic boost
clocks so well, manual CPU overclocking has become a niche hobby. That's
why you won't see a dedicated clock generator on a modern Taichi
anymore.
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Wait, didn't we already have the X299 Taichi? Why create an X299 Taichi
XE? Well, back then, Intel was gearing up to roll out its ultra-powerful "XE"
Extreme Edition processors on the X299 platform. To complement them,
ASRock dropped the X299 Taichi XE, built explicitly to handle these
brand-new, power-hungry flagship CPUs.

Top-tier CPUs draw an insane amount of power, and with high power
comes staggering heat. On a quad-channel platform like X299 with eight
memory slots, finding real estate for beefy VRM cooling is a massive
challenge. The CPU socket is huge, and those eight DIMM slots eat up
almost all the room. To maximize thermal performance on the X299 Taichi
XE, we ditched the plastic rear 1/O shroud entirely and replaced it with a
solid aluminum heatsink linked via a heat pipe.

If you looked closely, you might have also noticed that the packaging and
default RGB lighting on the X299 Taichi XE shifted from our signature white
to brilliant gold. This was a subtle nod to better match the iconic color of
Intel's high-end retail CPU boxes.
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Almost every Taichi motherboard out there is an ATX or even a massive
E-ATX board. Since the Taichi is our "do-it-all" flagship that promises zero
compromises on specs and connectivity, it requires an ATX footprint just
to cram everything in. However, the X399M Taichi stands as the sole
exception. It was the first Micro-ATX Taichi, and the only mATX X399
motherboard on the market at the time. Its inception came from a simple
desire: we wanted to build something crazy cool. Stuffing a massive AMD
TR4 socket onto a Micro-ATX PCB while still supporting quad-channel
memory was the ultimate engineering flex, putting our R&D prowess on
full display.

Sure, from a practical standpoint, the X399M Taichi sacrificed a lot of PCle
lanes and memory expansion slots, but the "cool factor" was off the
charts. I absolutely loved this board, and the community's response was
equally enthusiastic.
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We started brainstorming how to evolve the look of the next-generation
Taichi. We couldn't abandon our iconic roots, but it needed to feel like a
true step forward. From this generation onward, we doubled down on the
gear motif, giving the gears multi-layered depth and a premium, machined
craftsmanship look. This went down incredibly well with the market. We
were thrilled to see the Taichi become a favorite centerpiece in the PC
case-modding community.

We also experimented with something new this round: adding an
"Ultimate" edition to the stack. The only difference between the two was
that the X470 Taichi Ultimate packed a blazing-fast 10GbE LAN port. We
wanted to test the waters with content creators, as 10GbE networking
dramatically accelerates internal file transfers and boosts workflow
efficiency.
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Mirroring the strategy of the X470 Taichi launched earlier that year, we
applied the exact same playbook to the Intel-based Z390 Taichi, rolling out
a standard version alongside an "Ultimate" tier.

Perhaps the timing was off, or maybe the mainstream demand just wasn't
there yet. Ultimately, the market spoke, and the Ultimate concept didn't
gain much traction. Sales of the standard Taichi vastly outperformed the
Ultimate edition. After this generation, we retired the "Ultimate" suffix for
good. We eventually migrated the premium 10GbE spec over to our
"Creator" product line, where it naturally fit the target audience much
better.
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Starting with this generation, the Taichi's aesthetic underwent a massive
evolutionary leap. While it retained the classic Taichi silhouette, it
presented a completely fresh face—sleeker, more modern, and
showcasing true industrial beauty that paired beautifully with RGB
lighting. This might just be my personal favorite Taichi generation. We even
hid a little easter egg on the gear in the bottom-right corner: a subtle 'XIII'
engraved on its surface, marking it as our 13th Taichi motherboard.

We also introduced our new Flexible Integrated I/O Shield. Unlike a rigid,
pre-installed shield, our design offers structural wiggle room, allowing it to
adjust slightly up, down, left, right, forward, and backward. This simple
tweak brilliantly solves a classic PC-building headache: alignment issues
caused by manufacturing tolerances in different PC cases. It was a genuine
quality-of-life fix that solved a real user pain point, which is why we’ ve
kept it as a standard feature ever since.
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Following the X299 Taichi and X299 Taichi XE, we dropped a third board on
the exact same platform: the X299 Taichi CLX! This marked the first time in
Taichi history that a single chipset spawned three distinct iterations.

The push behind this was Intel's long-running X299 platform welcoming its
new "Cascade Lake-X" processors. To match the refresh, we launched the
X299 Taichi CLX. Visually, the CLX broke away from its predecessors,
adopting a much more modern, streamlined, and clean aesthetic that
perfectly aligned with contemporary design trends.
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This was the year AMD unleashed its next-gen HEDT juggernaut: the TRX40
platform. Even though it succeeded the X399, we chose not to replicate the
multi-GPU focus of the older X399 Taichi. Instead, we shifted gears to
massively beef up the Voltage Regulator Module (VRM). We saw insane
overclocking and processing potential in these new CPUs, so we loaded
the TRX40 Taichi with a killer 16-phase power delivery system, a
ridiculously massive heatsink array, heat pipes, and two dedicated cooling
fans blowing directly onto the VRM. Simply put, we tailored the Taichi to be
the ultimate enthusiast playground, while passing the multi-GPU torch
over to the TRX40 Creator, which was optimized for small workstations and
video editors.

Sadly, things didn’ t go as planned afterward. AMD unexpectedly shifted
its focus away from the TRX40 platform, leaving it stranded with support
for only a single generation of CPUs. We engineered an absolute beast of a
motherboard, only for it to meet an early retirement because it lacked a
future processor to truly stretch its wings.
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This generation marked the introduction of an active cooling fan right over
the VRM. Look, we get it—most builders aren't thrilled about small VRM
fans. They can introduce unwanted whine and add another mechanical
point of failure that might require an RMA down the road. But we didn't
add this fan just for some theoretical, extreme overclocking clout that 99%
of people will never use. We did it because flagship CPUs had become
incredibly hot and power-hungry. Furthermore, with most high-end builds
adopting All-in-One (Al0) liquid coolers, the complete lack of airflow
around the CPU socket creates a brutal thermal environment for VRM
components. That’ s the real reason we integrated active VRM cooling.

We vetted our fan suppliers meticulously to guarantee that the noise levels
and lifespan met enthusiast standards. Fortunately, the community
understood our reasoning, and the design choice was well received.

We also started experimenting with alternative colorways this generation.
It had to look premium, exude mechanical quality, and seamlessly blend
with both all-black and all-white chassis designs. After testing several
options, we fell in love with a striking copper/bronze accent theme.
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The B550 Taichi marked the very first time the Taichi brand migrated down
to a non-flagship chipset. This move sparked some incredibly heated
debates internally. Some felt the Taichi should strictly stick to top-tier
chipsets to preserve its premium pedigree, while others countered that a
properly spec'd B550 Taichi could hold its own against any flagship board
and perfectly hit the market's sweet spot. Ultimately, the latter group won,
and the B550 Taichi was born. The deciding factor came down to thermals:
the X570 chipset ran so hot it required an active cooling fan on the board,
whereas the B550 could run completely fanless. We figured a silent, cool
B550 platform would actually be more appealing to builders.

On the hardware side, we did everything possible to ensure the B550 Taichi
stood shoulder-to-shoulder with its X570 sibling, even going as far as
giving it a heavier power phase count than the X570 Taichi. Visually, the
B550 version carried over the copper/bronze accents while dialing up the
gear elements, layering multiple gears to create a beautifully machined,
intricate look. It was during this period that the Taichi began flirting with a
distinct Steampunk vibe, prompting a flood of feedback from global fans
asking: "Can you actually make the gears spin?"
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Going back to Computex 2020, we kicked off talks with Razer, the global
heavyweight in gaming peripherals. Our goal was simple: bridge ASRock's
gap in the peripheral space through a co-branded product, while helping a
motherboard-less Razer build out a complete hardware ecosystem. It was
a textbook win-win scenario.

We chose our two AMD-based heavy hitters—the X570 Taichi and B550
Taichi—and handed the entire exterior design over to Razer to ensure it
perfectly matched their signature design language. After numerous rounds
of prototyping and back-and-forth tuning, we were absolutely thrilled with
the final look: a sleek, stealthy matte-black finish paired with
buttery-smooth RGB lighting integration. Here’ s a fun little backstory: we
originally wanted to change all the rear I/O USB ports to bright green to
match Razer's brand color. However, Razer’ s green is an incredibly elusive
shade to replicate on plastic. Our materials suppliers just couldn't deliver a
hue that met our standards, so we ultimately compromised and went with
all-black ports instead. Luckily, the stealth look turned out fantastic and
stayed true to the product's premium identity.
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The "gear" motif has been a core element of the Taichi identity since day
one, and our visual style has always evolved around it. Because of this,
fans had been begging us for years to make them actually spin. The Z590
Taichi finally turned that dream into reality. We integrated a real
mechanical silver gear right on the rear I/O shroud that would click
forward step-by-step at the top of every hour, just like a mechanical
timepiece.

To be honest, we originally wanted the gear to rotate much more
frequently—like a continuous, slow 24-hour spin instead of just an hourly
movement. But since this micro-motor mechanism was uncharted
territory for us at the time, we worried it might burn out and fail before the
end of the motherboard's typical lifespan. Consequently, we played it safe
with a more conservative rotation schedule. Another idea we explored was
having the main gear interlock with and spin the smaller adjacent gears.
However, that level of physical interlocking demanded insane
manufacturing precision and would have drastically increased the risk of
components shifting or breaking during shipping. Reluctantly, we had to
scrap that proposal.
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The spinning gear mechanism returned for the Z690 Taichi, and we spent
extra time refining the machining to add even more intricate detail. We
even exposed miniature copper pipes on the board, leaning heavily into a
refined Steampunk vibe that gave the hardware an unmistakable,
retro-futuristic aesthetic.

We also bundled a clever little accessory this time around: an adjustable
Graphics Card Holder. Designed to combat GPU sag, this low-profile
bracket anchored to the board to ease the physical strain on the PCle slot
caused by increasingly massive graphics cards. While we intentionally
designed it to look stealthy and unobtrusive, it worked brilliantly, and |
personally loved how practical it was. However, the market made it clear
they preferred flashier, standalone GPU support pillars, so we eventually
discontinued the bundled bracket in later generations.
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Given how incredibly successful and well received our previous AMD
collaboration was, both teams were eager to bring the Razer Edition
treatment over to Intel’ s Z690 platform. Once again, Razer took total
creative control over the aesthetic. The partnership was so tight that
Razer’ s team even handled and personally approved every single
marketing photo and render.

The final product blew both teams away. It turned out to be an absolute
home run, scoring rave reviews from hardware communities and crushing
itin sales numbers.
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With AMD transitioning to the brand-new AM5 socket, we ran into a
massive wall of engineering roadblocks along the way. For starters, the
X670E platform utilized a dual-chipset architecture. In terms of heat, one
plus one turned out to be way more than two, requiring a substantially
larger PCH heatsink array to handle the thermal load. To make matters
worse, prepping for future CPUs meant pushing power phases to new
heights, and more power phases inevitably demand larger blocks of
aluminum. Consequently, the X670E Taichi ended up with the most
gargantuan VRM heatsink we’ ve ever engineered—it was practically a
brick. We even went as far as adding a long heat pipe linking the VRM block
directly to the PCH heatsink just to balance out the heat loads across both
sides.

Weighing all these crazy thermal demands, we had to make a tough call:
expand the PCB form factor from standard ATX—which the Taichi had
maintained for years—up to E-ATX. We honestly tried our best to avoid this
because standard ATX has a huge advantage when it comes to case
compatibility. But to deliver the absolute top-tier specs enthusiasts
expected, our hands were tied.
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Did you spot the change? Starting with the Z790 Taichi, we decided to
retire the motorized spinning gear feature. While the community loved the
novelty, the micro-motor ate up a significant amount of physical real
estate on the board. After a lot of internal debate, we realized that
removing the motor to make room for extra USB ports and expanded
heatsink surface area would ultimately be a much better deal for builders.

That said, we still have a soft spot for designs that bring a sense of
"motion" to hardware. It injects a bit of soul and premium craftsmanship
into a product that is otherwise just a cold piece of fiberglass and silicon.
Who knows? Maybe the physical spinning gear will make a comeback
someday, or evolve into something else. Someone internally actually
suggested slapping an OLED screen on there to play an animation of
spinning gears. We quickly shot that idea down. The beauty of a gear lies in
its physical, mechanical, and mathematical reality—that’ s something a
digital animation can never replicate.
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2022 marked ASRock's 20th anniversary, and we celebrated it by launching
a special commemorative edition named 'Carrara’'—a stunning white
marble with elegant gray veins that perfectly matches the 'Rock’ in our
name.

However, bringing a marble texture to life on a motherboard was an
absolute nightmare. Real marble was obviously impractical, while plastic
or stickers would severely bottleneck thermal dissipation. In the end, we
opted for high-grade metal nameplates, which offered the absolute best
premium finish without hurting cooling performance. Even then, we spent
endless hours prototyping the exact whiteness, gradient blending, and
pattern direction. It looked incredibly simple on paper, but it drained an
immense amount of effort.

The final result was breathtaking. Plus, with that striking split
black-and-white design, it felt like a subtle nod to the original
first-generation Taichi. It turned out to be a highly successful venture.
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The B650E Taichi marked our second venture bringing the Taichi tier down
to a non-flagship platform—the spiritual successor to our older B550
Taichi.

The core design ethos remained identical to the high-end X670E version:
treat the design with absolute respect and make it flawless. As a result, its
hardware specs and aggressive aesthetics stand shoulder-to-shoulder
with its bigger brother, only trimming a few M.2 slots and SATA ports. For
the vast majority of builders, this board easily hits the sweet spot for pure
price-to-performance value.
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Have you noticed how flashy the Taichi lineup has become? Compared to
the original, modern Taichis feature premium finishes, massive heatsinks,
elaborate RGB, and full backplates, driving up retail prices. While these
met market demands, we realized many gamers don't need the flashy
armor—they just want bulletproof specs and rock-solid stability. That led
to the birth of 'Taichi Lite.'

Our core promise was non-negotiable: the underlying specs must be
identical to the standard version. However, we stripped away all
non-essential aesthetic flair—we ditched the decorative metal
nameplates, removed the thick backplate, and trimmed the heatsinks
down to an efficient size. Visually, the Taichi Lite looks noticeably tamer,
but it created a meaningful price gap. More importantly, users still enjoy
the exact same flagship performance of a true Taichi. We were anxious
about whether this utilitarian concept would resonate with consumers.
Luckily, it became a massive hit, letting us breathe a sigh of relief.
Interestingly, the Lite models flew off the shelves in Western markets,
while Asia-Pacific users still heavily favored the fully clad standard
editions.
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Starting with this generation, you'll notice we completely removed the
metal shielding wrap from the DDR5 slots. In reality, that layer of metal
armor offers zero practical benefits for DDR5 memory—whether for
physical durability or signal integrity. RAM sticks are incredibly
lightweight, meaning they don't require reinforced slots to stay secure, nor
will frequent swapping ever cause the slots to break off the PCB solder
points. Truth be told, that metal shielding was purely cosmetic—it just
made the slots look premium and gave users peace of mind.

Unfortunately, while it offered no performance benefits, it did introduce a
downside. During our strict testing, we discovered that the metal armor
slightly degraded memory overclocking headroom. Even though the
impact was minor—under 100MHz—we refuse to compromise on raw
performance for our users. That's why, starting this generation, we ditched
the metal RAM armor for good.
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With this generation, the Taichi ceased to be a standalone motherboard
and blossomed into a fully realized hardware family. We chose not to
structure this family into a rigid vertical hierarchy of high, mid, and low
tiers—that would go against our identity. Instead, we expanded
horizontally, launching specialized Taichi variants designed to conquer
their respective fields:

+ For the ultimate custom liquid-cooled rig: Taichi AQUA

+ For competitive overclockers chasing world records: Taichi OCF

« For enthusiasts demanding the ultimate, uncompromised feature set:
Taichi

« For pure hardware minimalists prioritizing function over form: Taichi Lite

This expansion transformed the Taichi into a diverse, all-powerful roster.
No matter what your niche is, there is now a Taichi perfectly tailored to
your build.



@ oo e oue

&

SRack

2890 TACH ooe
e}

A_,H ,_. -

s

[

=

-

2890 TAICH)




AD=CAD= QF MAST=RY

FHEBE TaichitRY—ERBRANSE  IREELHIEERMASROCkER
IEIER IR - FRHMRES  REABREKIMRMIF » TaichiA SEuGRR T I
FHEEM o RAMELL &R O MmN ERZ BT IH AN - EAEHREIA L
BT o BB IREAIKFI—EE > ETaichiRREAT—E -+

A decade has flown by, and the Taichi has evolved from a wild, optimistic
idea into ASRock's proudest and most glittering achievement. This
milestone isn't a reflection of our own brilliance; it belongs entirely to the
global community of builders and enthusiasts who supported us. There is
nothing more deeply rewarding or inspiring to a design team than seeing a
product we poured our hearts into get embraced so passionately by the
market. We warmly invite you to step into the next decade of innovation
right alongside us. Here's to the next ten years of Taichi!






